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workshop concept, objective and methodology 



About us

Our mission is to ensure
human health, providing
appropriate response to
public health needs, through
scientific knowledge and
expertise on food safety,
animal health and welfare,
control and prevention of
transmittable animal
diseases, support to food
production



o To create a structured and permanent
network among the Italian IIZZSS;

o To support and assist the Italian MoH in
planning and implementing surveillance,
monitoring and control programmes on stray
dog and cat populations, and to develop
related protocols and operative procedures;

o To define plans for surveillance and control of
pests of public health interest;

o To draw up contingency plans and related
operational procedures in relation to non-
epidemic emergencies;

o To put in place any other useful activity in the
field of urban hygiene and non‐epidemic
emergencies.

Since 2013, National Reference Centre 
for Urban Hygiene and Non-Epidemic 

Emergencies (IUVENE) 

IUVENE Copyright
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OIE Platform on animal welfare 
Action Plan for 2017-2019
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Disasters associated with natural 
hazards are increasing both in 

frequency and intensity in Europe

Numbers and types of Natural Disasters 

1950–2012

2013, The New England Journal of Medicine



Image: UNISDR / CRED

Percentage of occurrences of natural disasters by disaster

type (1995-2015)
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✓ Many countries are often ill-prepared to cope with
such natural disasters, in particular when it comes to
ensure the welfare of animals

✓ The OIE Guidelines on ‘DMRR in relation to animal
health and welfare and veterinary public health’
provide a solid base for the inclusion of Veterinary
Services into National Disaster Management and Risk
Reduction Plans (DMRR)



Chapter 3.1 of the OIE TAHC
“quality of Veterinary Services” 

▪ VSs should play a leadership role in advising
the various authorities on AW (and AH and
veterinary public health) in disaster situations

▪ VSs should develop and document appropriate
procedures and standards for all providers of
relevant activities and associated facilities, in
particular in relation to emergency
preparedness for disasters which could have
impact on AH and AW



The Platform Secretariat has been tasked with exploring, developing 
and implementing possible activities in order to enhance OIE MCs’ 
DMRR capacity in Europe, in line with the OIE TAHC and Guidelines 
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Day 1/Session 1 ‐ Introductory session-setting the scene
(Plenary lectures) 

Day 1/Session 2 – Understanding the countries’ situation 
(Countries’ presentations + Group activity (Opera 
method) -> Plenary session)

Day 2/Session 3 – Flooding scenario ( Countries’ 
experiences + Plenary lectures + Panel discussions) 

Day 3/Session 4: Towards developing Veterinary Services 
Contingency Plan (WG + Panel discussion) 



Expected outcomes/results 
from the pilot approach
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Targeted Balkan countries will enhance their 

management and response capacity on AW during 

natural disaster situations, with their VS-CP for 

hydrological disasters developed, known from relevant 

CAs and tested

They will also have  better understanding 
how to mainstream VS matter in the National DMRR Plan



Thank you for your attention!


